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Abstract. The purpose of this application, under Article 70.2 of the Code, is to 
conserve the current usage of the generic name Hemerodromia Meigen, 1822, for a 
well-established genus of empidid flies. The type species of Hemerodromia has long 
been assumed to be Tachydromia oratoria Fallén, 1815, designated by Rondani in 
1856. However, an earlier type-species designation of Tachydromia mantispa Meigen 
in Panzer, 1806, which is currently recognized as a valid species of Phyllodromia 
Zettersedt, 1837, was made by Westwood in 1840. Additionally, one more type 
designation was found for Hemerodromia that is earlier than that of Rondani (1856): 
that by Blanchard in 1845 of Hemerodromia monostigma Meigen, 1822, which is 
currently recognized as a species of Chelifera Macquart, 1823. Acceptance of either 
of these earlier designations would threaten stability of nomenclature and taxonomy 
of the common and worldwide genus group taxon Hemerodromia Meigen, 1822. 
Acceptance of the Westwood designation would make Hemerodromia the senior 
synonym of Phyllodromia Zetterstedt, 1837. Acceptance of the Blanchard designation 
would make Hemerodromia a senior synonym of Chelifera Macquart, 1823. Either 
change would require species in Hemerodromia to be placed in the next available 
genus, Microdromia Bigot, 1857. To avoid the nomenclatural and taxonomic 
instability that would result from following the Principle of Priority, it is proposed 
that all type fixations for Hemerodromia Meigen, 1822 prior to that of Tachydromia 
oratoria Fallén, 1815 by Rondani (1856) be set aside. 
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1. Meigen (1822, p. 61) proposed the generic name Hemerodromia with nine 
originally included species: Hemerodromia monostigma Meigen, 1822; Tachydromia 
precatoria Fallén, 1815 (as ‘Tachydromia praecatoria’); Tachydromia oratoria Fallén, 
1815; Hemerodromia albicornis Meigen, 1822; Tachydromia mantispa Meigen in 
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Panzer, 1806 (with Empis melanocephala Fabricius, 1794 and Sicus raptor Latreille, 
1806 in synonymy); Hemerodromia supplicatoria Meigen, 1822; Tachydromia vocato- 
ria Fallén, 1815; Tachydromia ephippiata Fallén, 1815; Tachydromia irrorata Fallén, 
1815. A type species was not designated. 

2. Westwood (1840, p. 132) designated Tachydromia mantispa Meigen in Panzer, 
1806 (as ‘Ta. mantispa. Pz.’) as the type species of Hemerodromia, and this is the 
earliest valid designation of an originally included species. Tachydromia mantispa 1s 
currently recognized as a valid species of Phyllodromia Zetterstedt, 1837 (e.g. Chvala 
& Wagner, 1989; Yang et al., 2007). 

3. Blanchard in Audouin (1845, pl. 166) designated Hemerodromia monostigma 
Meigen, 1822 as the type species of Hemerodromia. Hemerodromia monostigma is 
currently recognized as the taxonomically valid species of Chelifera Macquart, 1823 
(e.g. Chvala & Wagner, 1989; Yang et al., 2007). 

4. Rondani (1856, p. 148) designated Tachydromia oratoria Fallén, 1815 (as 
‘TACHIDROMYA ORATORIA Fall.) as the type species of Hemerodromia (as ‘Hemerodro- 
mya’), and this is the universally recognized type species for this generic name. 

5. Hemerodromia is a well-established and common generic name in EMPIDIDAE 
Latreille, 1804, contains more than some 140 species (e.g. Yang et al., 2007; Plant, 
2011; Bisby et al., 2012) including one fossil species (Plant et al., 2012), is the type 
genus for the tribe HEMERODROMIINI Schiner, 1862 (which is within the subfamily 
HEMERODROMIINAE Schiner, 1862), and is recorded in the regional Diptera catalogues 
of all the zoogeographical realms: Nearctic (e.g. Melander, 1965; Poole, 1996), 
Palaearctic (e.g. Chvala & Wagner, 1989), Oriental (e.g. Smith, 1975), Neotropical 
(e.g. Smith, 1967), and Australasian/Oceanian (e.g. Smith, 1989). A list of 25 works 
in the last 50 years that uses Hemerodromia as a valid genus is kept with the 
Secretariat. 

6. Acceptance of either of the two type species designations listed above that are 
earlier than that given in Rondani (1856) would threaten the stability of taxonomy 
and nomenclature of the well-established and common generic name Hemerodromia. 
Acceptance of the type species designation of Tachydromia mantispa Meigen in 
Panzer, 1806 by Westwood (1840, p. 132) would result in the synonymy of 
Hemerodromia (a member of the tribe HEMERODROMIINI) and Phyllodromia Zetter- 
stedt, 1837 (a member of the tribe PHYLLODROMIINI Rondani, 1856) with Hemerodro- 
mia the senior synonym. The genus known as Phyllodromia would take on the name 
Hemerodromia (with Phyllodromia in subjective junior synonymy). The genus known 
as Hemerodromia would become Microdromia Bigot, 1857 (the next available name). 
Alternatively, acceptance of the type species designation of Hemerodromia mon- 
ostigma Meigen, 1822 would result in the synonymy of Hemerodromia Meigen, 1822 
and Chelifera Macquart, 1823 (both in the tribe HEMERODROMIINI) with Hemerodro- 
mia the senior synonym. The genus known as Chelifera would take on the name 
Hemerodromia (with Chelifera in subjective junior synonymy) and the genus known 
as Hemerodromia would become Microdromia Bigot, 1857 (the next available name). 

7. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary power to set aside all type species fixations for the nominal 

genus Hemerodromia Meigen, 1822 before that of Tachydromia oratoria 
Fallén, 1815 by Rondani (1856); 
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(2) to place on the Offcial List of Generic Names in Zoology the name 
Hemerodromia Meigen, 1822 (gender: feminine), type species Tachydromia 
oratoria Fallén, 1815 by subsequent designation by Rondani (1856) as ruled in 
(1) above; 

(3) to place on the Offcial List of Specific Names in Zoology the name oratoria 
Fallén, 1815, as published in the binomen Tachydromia oratoria (specific name 
of the type species of Hemerodromia Meigen, 1822). 


References 


Audouin, J.V., Deshayes, G.P., d’Orbigny, A., Doyére, M.P.L.M., Dugès, A., Duvernoy, G.L., 
Laurillard, C.L., Milne Edwards, H., Roulin, F.D., & Valenciennes, A. 1845. Le règne 
animal distribué d’aprés son organisation pour servir de base à l'histoire naturelle des 
animaux, et d'introduction à l'anatomie comparée, par Georges Cuvier. Edition accompag- 
née de planches gravées, représentant les types de tous le genres, les caractères distinctifs des 
divers groupes et les modifications de structure dur lesquelles repose cette classification; par 
un réunion de disciples de Cuvier. Les insectes. Text 2. [Livraison 220], pp. 129-136; pls. 98, 
166, 168, 174. Fortin, Masson & C", Paris. 

Bisby, F.A., Roskov, Y.R., Orrell, T.M., Nicolson, D., Paglinawan, L.E., Bailly, N., Kirk, P.M., 
Bourgoin, T., Baillargeon, G. & Ouvrard, D. (Eds.), 2011. Species 2000 & ITIS Catalogue 
of Life: 2011 Annual Checklist. DVD; Species 2000: Reading, UK. 

Chvála, M. & Wagner, R. 1989. Family Empididae Pp. 228-336 in Soós, Á. & Papp, L. (Eds.), 
Catalogue of Palaearctic Diptera. Volume 6. Therevidae—Empididae. 435 pp. Akadémiai 
Kiadó, Budapest. 

Meigen, J.W. 1822. Systematische Beschreibung der bekannten europäischen zweiflügeligen 
Insekten. Dritter Theil. x, 416 pp. Schultz-Wundermann, Hamm. 

Melander, A.L. 1965. Family Empididae Pp. 446-481 in Stone, A., Sabrosky, C.W., Wirth, 
W.W., Foote, R.H. & Coulson, J.R. (Eds.), A catalog of the Diptera of the Americas 
north of Mexico. United States Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Handbook, 286: 
i-iv, 1-1696. 

Plant, A.R. 2011. Hemerodromiinae (Diptera: Empididae): a tentative phylogeny and biogeo- 
graphical discussion. Systematic Entomology, 36: 83—103. 

Plant, A.R., Shamshev, I. & Perkovsky, E. (2012) A late Eocene fossil Hemerodromia Meigen, 
1822 (Diptera: Empididae: Hemerodromiinae) from Rovno amber. Studia Dipterologica 
(in press). 

Poole, R.W. 1996. Diptera. Pp. 15-604 in Poole, R.W. & Gentili, P. (Eds.), Nomina Insecta 
Nearctica. A checklist of the insects of North America. Volume 3: Diptera, Lepidoptera, 
Siphonaptera. 1143 pp. Entomological Information Services, Rockville, Maryland. 

Rondani, C. 1856. Dipterologiae Italicae prodromus. Vol: I. Genera Italica ordinis dipterorum 
ordinatim disposita et distincta et in familias et stirpes aggregata. 226, [2] pp. A. Stocchi, 
Parmae [= Parma]. 

Sabrosky, C.W. 1999. Family group names in Diptera. An annotated catalog. Myia, 10: 1-360. 

Smith, K.G.V. 1967. Family Empididae (Empidae, Hybotidae). A catalog of the Diptera of the 
Americas south of the United States, 39: 1-67. 

Smith, K.G.V. 1975. Family Empididae (Empidae, Hybotidae). Pp. 185-211 in Delfinado, 
M.D. & Hardy, D.E. (Eds.), A catalog of the Diptera of the Oriental Region. Volume II. 
Suborder Brachycera through division Aschiza, suborder Cyclorrhapha. ix, 459 pp. 
University of Hawaii Press, Honolulu. 

Smith, K.G.V. 1980. Family Empididae. Pp. 655-669 in Crosskey, R.W. (Ed.), Catalogue of the 
Diptera of the Afrotropical Region. 1420 pp. British Museum (Natural History), London. 

Smith, K.G.V. 1989. Family Empididae, pp. 382-392. In: Evenhuis, N.L. (Ed.), Catalog of the 
Diptera of the Australasian and Oceanian Regions. 1155 pp. Bishop Museum Press, 
Honolulu & E.J. Brill, Leiden. 

Westwood, J.O. 1840. Order XIII. Diptera Aristotle. (Antliata Fabricius. Halteriptera Clairv.). 
Pp. 125-154 in: An introduction to the modern classification of insects; founded on the 


194 Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 69(3) September 2012 


natural habits and corresponding organisation of the different families. Synopsis of the 
genera of British insects. 158 pp. Longman, Orme, Brown, Green & Longmans, London. 

Yang D., Zhang K.-y., Yao G. & Zhang J.-h. 2007. World catalog of Empididae (Insecta: 
Diptera). vi, 599 pp. China Agricultural University Press, Beijing. 


Acknowledgement of receipt of this application was published in BZN 69: 84. 


Comments on this case are invited for publication (subject to editing) in the Bulletin; they 
should be sent to the Executive Secretary, I.C.Z.N., c/o Natural History Museum, Cromwell 
Road, London SW7 5BD, U.K. (e-mail: iczn@nhm.ac.uk). 


